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7Word Detective: Developing Word Learning Strategies 

Encourage your 
child to ask what 
new words mean

To get on well in school and in life, children need to know lots of words. 
One of the best ways of learning what new words mean is to ask. 

•   Praise your child when they ask about the meaning of words. 

•   Show your child how to ask, eg ‘Let’s go and ask Grandad what that 
word means.’

What does 
‘scamper’ mean?

What does ‘shriek’ 
mean?

What does ‘discover’ 
mean?
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